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Executive Summary

“I could afford a house here! I
love that I can walk to what I need,
itʼs central to where I need to go,
bus service is good, my neighbors
are the BEST!”
- Bloomﬁeld Resident, 8 years

Bloomﬁeld boasts a long and proud history as
a neighborhood in the City of Pittsburgh. Dating to the 1700s, Bloomﬁeld was named for its
ﬂowering “blooms.” The neighborhood grew
as Italian, Polish and German immigrants
moved to Bloomﬁeld in the late 1800s. It
developed the reputation as Pittsburgh’s Little
Italy.
Bloomﬁeld today maintains its strong roots,
but is also experiencing an inﬂux of newcomers. Its business district now boasts numerous
Asian restaurants and other fare alongside established Italian ones. The main thoroughfare,
Liberty Ave., also offers a variety of types of
businesses, such as coffee shops, clothing,
book and grocery stores, that serve the community’s needs.
Many newcomers are attracted to Bloomﬁeld
for various reasons. Chief among them are its
central location and easy accessibility to and
from other neighborhoods. Another reason is
the affordability of its housing options led by a
strong rental market coupled with affordable,
but scarce, for sale housing.

The intention of this plan is to offer strategies
and recommendations that will help the community to integrate the changes that are taking
place while respecting its history. A primary
goal of this neighborhood plan is to listen to
and document the needs, suggestions and vision of the community.
Towards that end, a community-wide discussion was initiated. This consisted of two community meetings - one to kick-off the plan and
one to present a draft of the ﬁnal plan document - as well as three focus group meetings
that were organized based on the concerns
of the community. In all, between 250 - 300
people attended these meetings.
Other efforts to solicit the feedback of the
community included a survey as well as going
door-to-door to talk with business owners.
Further, the Bloomﬁeld Development Corporation’s website and facebook page provided
updates and information as well as a forum for
input from stakeholders.
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“Itʼs a very convenient location.
You can take a bus to any destina-

The result of this process was to identify the
primary concerns and challenges that face
the neighborhood as well as to provide some
suggestions to address them. These can be
summarized as the following broad community goals:

tion. People are friendly.”

•

Improve physical assets

- Bloomﬁeld resident, 77 years

•

Improve quality of life

•

Promote Bloomﬁeld

•

Serve community needs

The plan that follows examines these goals
based on six main issues: Urban Form, Mobility, Residential Land Use, Economic Prosperity, Parks and Recreation and Social Resources.
The result is a synopsis of the assets and challenges of each issue, along with speciﬁc goals
and policies to reach them.
Further, common themes and ideas emerged to
form a broader vision statement for the neighborhood. This led to ﬁve broad recommendations for the neighborhood that would help it
Vision Plan 2011 - 2016
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to achieve its goals:
•

Neighborhood Network

•

Streetscape Improvements

•

Housing Programs

•

Green Belt

•

Sports and Recreation Center

In addition, numerous ideas and suggestions
are documented to form a task matrix that
breaks down overall objectives.
In order for Bloomﬁeld to achieve its goals,
efforts will need to be made on a number of
different fronts. Bloomﬁeld as a community
will need to involve stakeholders from within
the community as well as to reach out to those
outside of the community. Partners in the City
of Pittsburgh, other East End organizations
and beyond can provide assistance and input.
This plan represents an exciting new era for
Bloomﬁeld - one that respects its legacy and
assets while it embraces change and addresses
its challenges.

Process

Introduction

“We wanted to be in the most
ʻcityʼ part of the city - we wanted
to walk outside our door and ﬁnd
an active, varied street life.”
- Bloomﬁeld Resident, 3 years

While Bloomﬁeld residents and workers represent different age groups, professions and
values, all can agree on certain characteristics
of why they live and work in Bloomﬁeld.
Time and again, they cited the walkability of
the neighborhood, its central location in the
East End and its accessibility to other neighborhoods. Other main reasons given included
its variety of shops and restaurants and the
affordability of living here.
Once a predominantly working class community built up during the infusion of immigrants
in the late 1800s, Bloomﬁeld is changing.
Thus, a vision for Bloomﬁeld must build upon
the richness of its history, welcome new residents and workers and integrate the changes
that are taking place. The overall goal of
the neighborhood vision plan is to compile
the ideas, hopes and concerns of Bloomﬁeld
stakeholders into a coherent vision for the
neighborhood and to outline strategies to reach
it.

Main topics to be addressed in the plan inclue:
Neighborhood Demographic Changes Bloomﬁeld has established traditions and
deeply committed residents. A strength to be
embraced, one challenge is to welcome and
involve the energy and enthusiasm of newcomers to Bloomﬁeld.
Existing Development Opportunities A thriving commercial district is vital to
the future of Bloomﬁeld. How best can the
existing business district be strengthened,
developed and expanded to other areas of the
neighborhood?
Improvement of its Physical Assets Beloved for the eclectic and quirky nature of
its buildings, Bloomﬁeld struggles to unify
these disparate elements.
Greening Methods Bloomﬁeld inherently embodies a sustainable
lifestyle due to its versatility, density and accessibility. How can this be strengthened and
made more explicit to make the neighborhood
more environmentally sustainable?
Bloomfield Neighborhood Vision Plan
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Purpose

Description
Community-supported strategic plan for the
business district and residential area of Bloomﬁeld. Engage members of the community to
articulate a vision for the future.
Purpose
• Deﬁne the identity of Bloomﬁeld.
• Ensure the long-term vitality of Bloomﬁeld.
Little Italy Days

photo credit: sans gluten

• Couple with implementation and
investment strategies.
• Develop a roadmap to take to city
government.
Outcome
A vision for Bloomﬁeld and strategies to reach
it that will address neighborhood demographic
changes, existing development opportunity
sites within the neighborhood, improvement
of the environment in our commercial and
residential districts and greening methods to
make the neighborhood more environmentally
sustainable.

Vision Plan 2011 - 2016
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Background
Faced with the challenge of obtaining
funding for projects in the community, the
BDC, a non-proﬁt community development
corporation, reached out to funding partners
from the Community Design Center of Pittsburgh (CDCP), Pittsburgh Partnership for
Neighborhood Development (PPND) and
Fifth Third Bank. Together they deﬁned a
six-month process that would better enable
Bloomﬁeld to compete for available funds.
This process will lead to completing a ﬁve
year vision plan for Bloomﬁeld.
Who will use the Bloomﬁeld Vision Plan?
• Bloomﬁeld Development Corporation
• Government Agencies
City Planning
Urban Redevelopment Authority
• Private Developers
• Bloomﬁeld Stakeholders

Process

Community Input

Engagement

BLOOMFIELD
NEEDS YOU!

This is YOUR Neighborhood...YOUR Vision
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Sponsored by:

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Who: YOU! Residents, home owners, business owners, employees, neighbors,
family and friends of Bloomfield! What: Bloomfield Community Meeting
For further information: Please contact the BDC offices at 412.681.8800
or visit our web-site at www.bloomfieldnow.com

Kick-Off Meeting Flyer
   
  

Process
Solicit community input garnered through
public meetings, focus groups and other outreach strategies.
Three Mains Steps
• Forming the Questions
Kick-Off Meeting
Survey
• Posing the Questions

 
        

Focus Group Discussions
• Answering the Questions
Present Findings
Feedback
Prepare Document
Additional Steps along the Way
Catalog Information
Project Committee Meetings
Evaluation and Analysis
Documentation
Coordination with Other Planning Projects

Planning Processes and Projects
PLANPGH, City of Pgh. Comprehensive Plan
- Mission: To enhance Pittsburgh’s quality of
life by determining the effective and efﬁcient
use of its natural systems, infrastructure, cultural assets, recreational amenities and economic resources.
Multi-District Neighborhood Improvement
District, Civitas Consulting
- Joint Feasibility Study / Implementation
Strategy
- East End neighborhoods of Bloomﬁeld,
Friendship, Garﬁeld and Lawrenceville
Bloomﬁeld Retail Market Assessment, LISC
MetroEdge, May 2011
- Local Initiatives Support Corporation
(LISC) program that works in urban markets
nationwide assisting CDC’s, local governments, developers and business associations
to deﬁne, develop and implement strategies to
achieve their market potential.
Bloomﬁeld Gateway and Streetscape Improvement Plan, Burt Hill, December 2009
Bloomfield Neighborhood Vision Plan
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Community Meeting #1 - Kick-Off
Bloomﬁeld Leidertafel
Monday March 7, 2011

Over 100 people gathered at the Bloomﬁeld
Leidertafel to attend the ﬁrst Community
Meeting. The standing room only crowd included residents, business owners, homeowners, workers, representatives of community
organizations and local city government. The
purpose of the meeting was to solicit input
from Bloomﬁeld stakeholders that would
identify concerns, strengths and aspirations of
the community.
Community Meeting at Leidertafel

photo credit: BDC

Attendees had the opportunity to contribute
their concerns and aspirations for the community by speaking to the group and completing a
survey. Eleven enthusiastic audience members
took the opportunity to address the group,
ranging from a ten-year renter in the area, to
a seven-year business owner and a lifelong
resident. Collectively they:
- lauded the community’s strengths such as its
diversity and central location

Vision Plan 2011 - 2016
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Agenda
Pledge of Allegiance
Welcome
Introductions
Description and Purpose of Plan
Presentation
- Perceptions of Bloomﬁeld
- Qualities
- Physical Conditions
- Demographics
- Economics
Who Will Use the Plan?
Process
Focus Groups

- celebrated its strong history

Speakers

- voiced a desire to clean up the neighborhood

Conclusion

Process

Focus Group #1 - Playgrounds, Parks and Pool
Del’s Restaurant
Monday April 19, 2011

Twenty-ﬁve to thirty people gathered at Del’s
Restaurant to discuss the following topics:

YOU SPOKE
WE LISTENED!

Now let’s get to work!
of
sults
The re eys have
rv
the su compiled
en
you
be
e need
and w rticipate
to pa
CUS
FO
a
in
P!
GROU

Focus Group #2

Existing Parks and Facilities
Parklets and Gardens
Walking and Biking
Reuse of Vacant Property

Focus Group
#1

PLAYGROUNDS,
PARKS AND
POOL
• Existing Parks
and Facilities
• Parklets and
Gardens
• Walking and
Biking
• Reuse of Vaca
nt Property
MONDAY APRI
L 18, 6:30 PM
DEL’S REST
AURANT
4428 Liberty
Avenue

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY
• Houses, Blocks and Streets
Focus Group
• Family Friendly Neighborhood
THRIVING
ICT
• Senior Amenities
BUSINESS DISTR
Sidewalks
• Clean and Safe Streets
• Storefronts and
Businesses
TUESDAY APRIL 26, 6:00 PM • Neighborhood
a Destination
SHEPHERD WELLNESS
• Bloomfield as
ctions
Interse
and
ays
COMMUNITY
• Gatew
4800 Sciota Street
6:00 PM
MONDAY MAY 2,
(Formerly Community Methodist Church)
URANT
ALEXANDER’S RESTA e
5104 Liberty Avenu

#3

The ensuing discussion centered on the existing recreation facilities as well as other needed
facilities. Concerns over maintenance of
parks and recreation facilities were emphasized.

Sponsored by:

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

For further information: Please contact the BDC offices at 412.681.8800
or visit our web-site at www.bloomfieldnow.com

   
  

Focus Groups Flyer

 
        

Guest Speakers
Karla Owens, Executive Director, BDC
James Krashna, Department of Public Works,
City of Pittsburgh
Gerald Avery, Animal Control
Outdoor Sports Facilities Under Bloomﬁeld Bridge

photo credit: i*A

Shelly Martz, City Planning

Discussion Points
Recreation Center / Pool
- History
- Challenges / Opportunities
- Public Safety Concerns
Alternate Uses / Needed Services
- Senior Center
- Polling Place
- Additional Sports Facilities
Animal Control Issues
State of Existing Parks
- Osceola Park (maintenance)
- Friendship Park (use)
Need for Additional Sports Facilities
- Football Field
- Soccer Fields (Indoor / Outdoor)
- Tennis Courts
Need for More Parklets / Gardening
- Not Enough Little Parks
- Tiny Gathering Spaces with Benches
- Urban Gardens
Bloomfield Neighborhood Vision Plan
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Focus Group #2 - Strengthening Community
Shepherd Wellness Community Center
Tuesday April 26, 2011

Twenty-ﬁve to thirty people gathered at Shepherd Wellness Community Center to discuss
the following topics:
Houses, Blocks & Streets
Family-Friendly Amenities
Senior Amenities
Clean and Safe Streets

Bloomﬁeld Sign along Liberty Avenue

photo credit: Shaun @ ﬂickr

Discussion centered on streetscape issues such
as street trees, street furniture, lighting and
signage and their impact on community identity and attractiveness.
Guest Speakers
Lisa Ceoffe, Urban Forester & TreeVitalize
Coordinator

Street Trees along Mathilda Street

Vision Plan 2011 - 2016
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photo credit: i*A

Discussion Points
Shade Canopy
- Third least after Homewood and Hazelwood
- Continuity along Street Gives an Identity to
a Block or Neighborhood
- Trees increase number of people on the
streets
- Street Trees Concerns
- Organize a Tree Meeting
Craft Identity of Bloomﬁeld
- Provide Signage
- Unify through Street Furniture / Lighting
Standards / Street Trees
- Clean / Beautify Streets
Strategies to Attract / Retain Residents
- Improve Desirability of Neighborhood
- Programs to Assist with Home Ownership
- Update Rental Properties
- Improve Family-Friendly Amenities
- Promote Density of Neighborhood
Public Safety Issues
- Clean-Up Problem Areas
- Fill Streets with People

Process

Focus Group #3 - Thriving Business District
Alexander’s Restaurant
Monday May 2, 2011

Twenty-ﬁve to thirty people gathered at
Alexander’s Restaurant to discuss the following topics:
Storefronts and Sidewalks
Neighborhood Businesses
Bloomﬁeld as a Destination
Gateways and Intersections

Liberty Avenue Business District

photo credit: Jeffrey Sugalski

Speakers provided updates to efforts to
improve and clean up the Liberty Avenue
Business District. Opportunities to attract the
bicycle community were discussed. Additional discussion centered on needed businesses
and other improvements to serve residents and
attract others.
Guest Speakers
Josette Fitzgibbons, Mainstreet Coord., URA
Terry Aiello, Mainstreet Manager
Karla Owens, Executive Director, BDC

Liberty Avenue Business District

photo credit: i*A

Steven Patchan, Bicycle & Pedestrian Coordinator, City of Pittsburgh

Discussion Points
URA Partnership
- Can spur private investment
- Streetface Programs
Update on Liberty Avenue Business District
- 10 businesses in process of or considering
storefront renovation
- Community Clean-Ups of Liberty Avenue
- Grafﬁtti Busters
- Sidewalk Maintenance
Business Support Available
- Zoning Issues, Identify Space, Security
Cameras
- Business of the Month Program
- MetroEdge Retail Data / Market Study
Bicycle Community
- Geographic Hub
- Encourage more people, bike lanes & racks
Additional Issues
- Mix of Businesses Available / Needed
- Improve Edges / Gateways to Neighborhood
- Gaps in Storefronts / Vacant Properties
Bloomfield Neighborhood Vision Plan
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Community Meeting #2 - Draft Presentation

West Penn Hospital
July 26, 2011

BLOOMFIELD
COMMUNITY
MEETING

JOIN US AND SHARE ANY THOUGHTS
BEFORE FINALIZING THE PLAN

hat
Hear w
the
unity
Comm en
has be !
saying

•••••••••••••••••••••••••
Who:

YOU! Residents, home owners, business owners, employees, neighbors,
family and friends of Bloomfield!

What:

Bring
yo
opinio ur
and id ns
eas!

Everyone
e!
Welcom

Tuesday 1
201
July 26,
l
n Hospita
West Pen ium
Auditor
.
.-8:00 P.M
6:00 P.M

Bloomfield Community Meeting

For further information:
Please contact the BDC offices at
412.681.8800 or visit our web-site at
www.bloomfieldnow.com

Sponsored by:

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
   
  

Meeting Flyer

  
       

Presentation of draft report for community
feedback and comment. Approximately 65
people were in attendance.
Main focus of the meeting was to present
the results of the initial kick-off meeting
and subsequent focus group meetings. This
information was distilled into six main issues
- Urban Form, Mobility, Economic Prosperity,
Residential Land Use, Recreation and Social
Resources. Speciﬁc implementation ideas
were discussed for each issue.
Another goal of the meeting was to solicit input that would help to prioritize the efforts of
the plan moving forward. Input was solicited
in the form of verbal comments during the
discussion portion of the meeting and written comments via a feedback form that was
distributed to attendees.
Guest Speakers

Audience at Community Meeting

Vision Plan 2011 - 2016
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Karla Owens, Executive Director, BDC
Presentation of Lisc MetroEdge Retail Data

Discussion Points
Lisc MetroEdge Retail Data Presentation
- Data to help determine what types of businesses will work along commercial corridor
- Efforts to retain and attract new businesses
- Increasing Incomes
- 4% increase in young professionals in 35-44
age group
- 10,000 residents and 10,000 workers
Community Feedback
- Better communication within blocks
- Address concerns of accessibility
- Better representation of vision component
- Solicit input of business community
- Outreach efforts
- Priorities include:
• streetscaping on residential and commercial streets
• trash clean-up
• re-paint bike lanes on Liberty Ave.
• ﬁx potholes
• reduce turnover of businesses
• improve blighted areas
• help to spread awareness of social services
• address landlord / housing issues

Bloomﬁeld Today

Community Proﬁle

From its earliest days populated by Native
Americans and ownership by William Penn,
to its rebirth as “Pittsburgh’s Little Italy” and
emergence as a 21st-century commercial center, Bloomﬁeld remains an authentic heart and
hub of the city.
Once where cattle grazed and crops grew on
Winebiddle Plantation, today stand boutiques,
bakeries and bars that attract a diverse array
of patrons—from third-generation residents
and hospital workers, to college students and
tourists. Its distinctive narrow streets and back
alley feature prominent CivilWar-era ﬁgures
from Bloomﬁeld’s storied past—notable
names like Winebiddle, Evaline and Mathilda.

Little Italy Sign

Little Italy Days, Liberty Avenue, Bloomﬁeld

photo credit: John Carman

Bloomﬁeld is known as Pittsburgh’s Little
Italy, with Italian roots that go back ﬁve
generations or more. The historic mix also
includes German and Polish ancestries, all of
which have strong ethnic pride, customs and
commitment to family and neighborhood.
Descendants from both groups still give the
neighborhood its character today.

This character can perhaps best be described
as earthy, gritty, close-knit, and proud; as local
author Chris Potter puts it, “Bloomﬁeld has
always taken pride in its modest workingclass aspirations and a lack of...upper-class
trappings.” The local rowhouses, constructed
mostly of wooden frames covered long ago by
aluminum siding, have unpretentious exteriors
that often conceal lovingly maintained interiors.”
Synonymous with Bloomﬁeld’s rich past and
promising future is Little Italy Days—which
drew a record crowd of 25,000 people during the very weekend that Pittsburgh hosted
the G-20 Summit in 2009. In late September,
throngs congregate for the annual three-day
Italian heritage bash. The massive community
celebration—which features plenty of bocce,
cannoli and Peroni—culminates with a dazzling procession of the Madonna della Civita
statue along Liberty Avenue. Also popular
community magnets are Bloomﬁeld’s annual
Columbus Day and Halloween parades, Farmer’s Market, Pittsburgh Marathon celebration
and St. Joseph Fair.

- excerpted from www.bloomﬁeldnow.com
Bloomfield Neighborhood Vision Plan
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History
What has made Bloomﬁeld

Bloomﬁeld Bridge

photo credit: Matt Niemi

Even General George Washington was struck
by Bloomﬁeld’s topographical beauty, describing his travels in the mid-1700s through “a
ﬁeld of many blooms” when writing about
Liberty Village in his famous journal. Historically, Bloomﬁeld ﬁgured prominently in Revolutionary War era accounts of Pittsburgh and
Fort Pitt, when its plantations provided beef
for soldiers. Later, as an important farming
community, Bloomﬁeld supplied goods for the
city.

from 1900 to 1964, many taking jobs with the
railroad and steel industries. Bloomﬁeld’s
historic mix also includes German and Polish ancestries, and descendants from many
backgrounds have helped bestow the neighborhood with its distinct character. These early
urban pioneers set the stage and paved the way
for the neighborhood’s spirit, giving birth to
the churches, schools, ethnic organizations,
factories, and businesses that have formed its
strong community fabric.

In the early 1800s, town founder John Conrad
Winebiddle divided his large land holdings
and sold lots to fellow German immigrants—
such as Woolslayer, Baum and Patterson—
whose names still grace street signs and building facades today.

- excerpted from www.bloomﬁeldnow.com

Waves of migration are woven within in
Bloomﬁeld’s brick and mortar. With roots
spanning ﬁve generations and counting,
Bloomﬁeld’s strong ethnic and family pride
runs deep. Today, the neighborhood is still
home to generations of laborers and extended
families who immigrated from not only Italy
and Ireland during the 1800s, and again
Vision Plan 2011 - 2016
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Bloomﬁeld Today

Physical Conditions

Bloomﬁeld occupies a strategic location in the East End.

Centrally located, Bloomﬁeld is only minutes
away from several universities, as well as
Pittsburgh’s Cultural District, sports facilities
and Convention Center.
Home to some 10,000 residents and located
conveniently within several key city corridors—including Friendship, Shadyside and
Lawrenceville—Bloomﬁeld is also close to N.
Oakland, the Strip District, Polish Hill, East
Liberty and Garﬁeld. The landmark Bloomﬁeld Bridge, built in 1914, connects the neighborhood to Downtown and Oakland.
Within a mile of the heart of the district live
38,000 of the newest generations, the majority
employed in white collar service industries:
Bloomﬁeld is located in the center of several
world class medical facilities including West
Penn Hospital, UPMC Shadyside Hospital,
Children’s Hospital and the Hillman Cancer
Center, all of which bring visitors and employees to the business district.

Reference Source: City of Pittsburgh Map Room

Bloomfield Neighborhood Vision Plan
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Bloomﬁeld is well-served by all forms of transit.

Bloomﬁeld is well-served by all forms of
transit including roads, bus lines and bicycle
routes and lanes. Thus, control and maintenance of these roads and other amenities that
serve these forms of transit is critical, such as
trafﬁc control, bus stops and bicycle parking.
To encourage more bicycle riders to live, work
and shop in Bloomﬁeld, more bicycle parking
spaces in the form of bicycle racks and / or
corrals are needed.
Bloomﬁeld is a pedestrian friendly community. The neighborhood offers a predominantly
ﬂat topography that provides easy accessibility. Prized for its centrality and walkability—
two characteristics that make for a thriving
sustainable neighborhood. Thus, attention
to the quality and condition of sidewalks and
pedestrian trafﬁc controls is necessary.
Residents Who Walk to Work
Bloomﬁeld
22%
City of Pgh
10%
PAT Rte. 88
PAT Rte. 87
PAT Rte. 86
Busway
Vision Plan 2011 - 2016
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Reference Source: ESRI

PAT Rte. 64
PAT Rte. 54
Bike Routes
Reference Source: City of Pittsburgh Map Room, PAT

Bloomﬁeld Today

Bloomﬁeld has less dense shade canopy than most other
Pittsburgh neighborhoods.

Bloomﬁeld has the third least amount of shade
canopy (app. 1100 street trees) from amongst
City of Pittsburgh neighborhoods - only
Homewood and Hazelwood have less.
Advantages of Street Trees:
- Continuity along street gives an identity to
a block or neighborhood
- Trees increase number of people on the
streets
The City of Pittsburgh is currently working
on an initiative to signiﬁcantly increase the
overall number of street trees. As part of this
effort, Bloomﬁeld is poised to beneﬁt from
additional street trees throughout the neighborhood.
Reference Source: PGHSNAP

Reference Source: City of Pittsburgh Map Room, Tree Keeper, Google Maps
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Bloomﬁeld has a lower percentage of parks than other
Pittsburgh neighborhoods.

Bloomﬁeld offers a range of park facilities,
from a premier baseball facility, to a pool, several playgrounds, bocce courts and park space.
Bloomﬁeld is lacking certain types of facilities, i.e. football and soccer ﬁelds and an
operational recreation center.
Compared to most other city neighborhoods,
Bloomﬁeld has less overall park area.
Total Area Devoted to Parks
Bloomﬁeld
1%
Shadyside
3%
East Liberty
5%
Morningside
9%
Reference Source: PGHSNAP

Photo Credit: i*A
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Bloomﬁeld Today

Bloomﬁeld has several distinct zones based on use.

Bloomﬁeld’s layout features a convenient
commercial stretch that sits just steps from
densely populated residential streets. Primary
land uses based on approximate area consist
of:

Residential zones include both single, two,
three and multi-unit residential. The residential area is roughly divided in half between
single unit and multi (2, 3, 4+) unit residential.

Penn A
ve

Lib

er

ty

S Grah
am

32%
58%
6%
4%

t
40th S

Commercial / Industrial
Residential
Open Space / Hillside
Educational / Medical

Av
e

Renters outnumber homeowners in Bloomﬁeld
2 to 1 as compared to Central Lawrenceville’s
homeowner to renter ratio which is 1 to1.

Reference Source: PGHSNAP

LNC
R-1
R-2
R-3
RM
UNC
EMI

Local NB Commercial
Single Unit Residential
Two-Unit Residential
Three-Unit Residential
Multi-Unit Residential
Urban NB Commercial
Educational/Medical

Ave
tre

Cen

Reference Source: City of Pittsburgh Map Room
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Bloomﬁeld maintains a high street and population density.

The population and street density of Bloomﬁeld rank 6th in the City of Pittsburgh.
Bloomﬁeld boasts the 8th largest neighborhood population.
Bloomﬁeld serves as home to slightly more
residents in the 35+ age demographic than the
city-wide average. Bloomﬁeld serves as home
to fewer families with young children.
Age
0-19
20-34
35-59
60+

Bloomﬁeld
15%
32%
32%
21%

City
24%
25%
30%
20%
Reference Source: PGHSNAP

Bloomﬁeld Households
Family
Non-Family

38%
62%
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Bloomﬁeld Today

Bloomﬁeld has several distinct residential zones
based on density.

The density of the different residential zones
of Bloomﬁeld contribute to the creation of
ﬁve distinct areas throughout the neighborhood. These are based on the allowed number
of housing units per area (sf) according to the
density subdistrict assigned by the City of
Pittsburgh Zoning Code.

3

5

Lib

er

The character of areas 1, 3, 4 and 5 is relatively uniform. Area 2 encompasses several
different zoning designations and has more
widely varying character.
Area Size per Unit *
1
2
3
4
5

-

-

3200 sf / unit
1800 sf / unit
1200 sf / unit
900 sf / unit
600 sf / unit

2

ty

1

Av
e

2

S Graham

2

t
40th S

These areas rank from least (1) to most dense
(5) as shown in the chart. The least dense is
concentrated in the section NE of Liberty Avenue while the most dense area is concentrated
in the section SW of Liberty Avenue.

Penn A
ve

4
2
tre

Cen

Ave

Source: City of Pittsburgh Zoning Code

* Note: all sf/unit calculations are minimum allowed.
Actual sf / unit calculations may vary.

Reference Source: City of Pittsburgh Map Room
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Bloomﬁeld’s business district attracts visitors from other
areas while serving the local community.

The business district along Liberty Avenue
puts most of life’s necessities, and several
luxuries, within an easy walk of Bloomﬁeld residents: besides the two churches and
West Penn Hospital, there are many bars and
restaurants, one supermarket and two Italian
markets, plus tanning and hair salons, gift and
card shops, gyms, a barber shop, a pharmacy, a
repair shop, and much more.
Its colorful mix of shops and restaurants attracts thousands of visitors from other city
neighborhoods and the Pittsburgh region.
Analysis of the business district reveals that
the community is underserved in several key
areas including General Merchandise, Building Material and Garden Supply and Clothing
and Accessories.
Reference Source: Retail Market Data, LISC MetroEdge

Banks
Gas Stations
Restaurants
Grocery / Convenience
Pharmacy / Medical
Retail
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Reference Source: City of Pittsburgh Map Room, BDC

Bloomﬁeld Today

Bloomﬁeld’s business district offers urban amenities.

Bloomﬁeld’s main business district along Liberty Avenue boasts wide streets and sidewalks.
Many businesses have taken advantage of the
wide sidewalks to provide outdoor seating,
while other sections of the avenue include
landscaping and planters.
Nonetheless, Liberty Avenue’s streetscape is
not uniform, plagued by inconsistent:
- sidewalk condition
- street tree placement
- amenities, such as planters, trashcans
- benches
- storefronts

photo credit: Jeffrey Sugalski

Liberty Avenue has vacant buildings and lots,
including twelve to ﬁfteen vacant storefronts.

photo credit: i*A (unless noted otherwise)
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Bloomﬁeld offers affordable and stable property values.

Bloomﬁeld boasts varied for sale housing
stock—from humble working class row
houses and 1950s ranch homes to elegantly
restored 19th-century Victorians.
Bloomﬁeld’s property values are in the middle
range as compared to neighboring
communities:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Shadyside
Friendship
Highland Park
Bloomﬁeld
Lawrenceville
East Liberty
Garﬁeld

photo credit: Jeffrey Sugalski

Reference Source: PGHSNAP

photo credit: i*A (unless noted otherwise)
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Community Goals

Overview

Comments:
“Some infrastructure could be
improved (i.e. sidewalks, streets,
etc...). Additional green space and
trees would be welcomed.”
- Bloomﬁeld Resident, 2 -1/2 years

While conducting the community meetings
and focus groups, the overriding sentiment is
that Bloomﬁeld has a lot of positive qualities
to build upon. Thus, the goal of this process
is not to start over, but rather to recognize and
strengthen the neighborhood’s assets.

Neighborhood Goals

At the same time, it is important to recognize and address the challenges that face the
neighborhood. In this case, numerous suggestions were offered - many of which started to
develop common goals.

Add new physical assets

The following section summarizes and catalogues the various discussions and ideas into
six main issues:

Serve community needs

Urban Form
Mobility
Economic Prosperity
Residential Land Use
Recreation
Social Resources

In general, the overall goals fall into several
categories:
Improve existing physical assets

Improve quality of life
Promote Bloomﬁeld

However, one overriding goal that was repeated often is the need to “Beautify the Neighborhood.” This general goal relates to all of
these categories listed above. It also addresses
the need to improve the overall perception of
Bloomﬁeld from both within and outside the
neighborhood.

Each one includes goals, lists existing programs and suggests policies to help achieve
those goals.
Bloomfield Neighborhood Vision Plan
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Issues

1.0 Urban Form

Goals:
• Strengthen Community Identity
through Improvements to
Physical Infrastructure
• Beautify Neighborhood
• Strengthen Connections to
Adjacent Neighborhoods /
Improve Edges
• Improve Wayﬁnding

Signiﬁcant neighborhood assets include, wide
sidewalks along Liberty Avenue and wide,
tree-lined streets in parts of Bloomﬁeld.
Other parts of Bloomﬁeld include narrow,
dense streets with few street trees.

Policies:

Geographically, Bloomﬁeld is adjacent to
seven neighborhoods.

1.0.2 Take advantage of Neighborhood
Improvement District (NID).

Major concerns and challenges include
uncleanliness of the area due to trash, litter
and grafﬁtti; inconsistent signage and street
furniture.

1.0.3 Coordinate with City of Pittsburgh
Strategic Plan

1.0

Physical Infrastructure

1.0.1 Create a more uniform streetscape
throughout neighborhood.

1.0.4 Provide consistent lighting throughout neigborhood.
1.0.5 Promote opportunities to green
neighborhood.

Existing Programs:
City Planning Dept., City of Pittsburgh
TreeVitalize
Redd Up Zone, City of Pittsburgh
Business District Sweeps, City of Pittsburgh

1.0.6 Educate community about the value
of street trees.
1.0.7 Provide multiple programs to
keep neighborhood clean.
1.1

Signage

1.1.1 Provide consistent signage strategy
throughout neighborhood.
1.1.2 Improve gateways to neighborhood.
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Community Goals

2.0 Mobility

Goals:
• Promote Central Location of
Neighborhood within the City
• Improve Connections to Other
Places in the City
• Manage Trafﬁc More Effectively
• Foster the Use of Alternative
Forms of Transportation
• Improve Pedestrian Experience
Including Accessibility

Bloomﬁeld’s central location in the East End
of Pittsburgh is a signiﬁcant neighborhood
asset. Not only is it well-served by public
transportation, but it attracts the bicycle community. Further, it is easy for people from
other communities to get to Bloomﬁeld as well
as for residents and workers to get to other
parts of the city quickly.

Policies:

Some major concerns and challenges that have
been identiﬁed include sidewalk snow removal
in winter, especially at rental properties and
fast-moving automobile trafﬁc in parts of the
neighborhood.

2.0.3 Assess trafﬁc to preserve pedestrian
experience at crosswalks.

Existing Programs
City of Pittsburgh, Bicycle Coordinator
Bike Pittsburgh
Mayor’s Taking Care of Business Program
Small Business Program, BikePGH
Snow Angels, City of Pittsburgh

2.1.2 Assess quality of streets.

2.0

Pedestrian / Trafﬁc Issues

2.0.1 Improve pedestrian experience
through sidewalk maintenance.
2.0.2 Promote walkability / accessibility of
neighborhood.

2.1

Bicycle / Streets

2.1.1 Make efforts to attract bicycle
community.
2.3.1 Optimize bus experience, i.e. routes,
bus stops, etc..

Bloomfield Neighborhood Vision Plan
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3.0 Economic Prosperity

Goals:
• Strengthen Business District
• Bring More Businesses that Serve
the Community
• Improve Streetscape along
Liberty Avenue
• Increase Family-Friendly
Businesses

Signiﬁcant community assets include the identity of Bloomﬁeld as Pittsburgh’s Little Italy.
Further, established businesses draw clientele
to the area many of which help to reinforce
this image. Another asset is the presence of
businesses that serve the community.

Policies:

Challenges and concerns that confront Bloomﬁeld include vacant and dilapidated storefronts
along Liberty Avenue; the uncleanliness of
Liberty Avenue; public safety issues and the
need for certain stores to serve the community
.

3.0.2 Take advantage of Neighborhood
Improvement District (NID)

Existing Programs:
URA Streetface Program
Mainstreets Program
Commercial Corridor, PPND
Mayor’s Storefront Renovation Program
Business of the Month, West Penn
UPMC Perks Program

3.0.5 Provide seminars and other support
services for businesses.

3.0

Types of Businesses

3.0.1 Recruit businesses that will provide
needed services and reach a diverse
demographic.

3.0.3 Identify development opportunities
from amongst existing properties.
3.0.4 Attract different groups of people
throughout the day.

3.1

Physical Improvements

3.1.1 Provide assistance to business owners
to improve dilapidated storefronts.
3.1.2 Provide a continuous streetscape consider short and long-term ideas to
address vacant lots and storefronts.
3.1.3 Concentrate new development at
edges.
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Community Goals

4.0 Residential Land Use

Goals:
• Provide Different Types of
Housing that Cater to the Needs
of Diverse Residents
• Improve Quality of Existing
Housing
• Keep Housing Affordable
• Provide New Housing to Attract
/ Retain Residents
• Achieve Closer Balance of
Renters to Homeowners Housing
Units

Signiﬁcant assets in Bloomﬁeld include the
presence of a variety of types of affordable
housing from rental units to single family
homes.
Challenges and concerns include a 2:1 ratio of
renters to homeowners; difﬁculty for young
people to purchase houses and a lack of senior
housing options. More senior housing options
might encourage residents in an upper age demographic who want to remain in Bloomﬁeld
to sell their homes that would attract younger
residents.

Existing Programs:
URA Housing Programs
NeighborWorks Western Pennsylvania
Home Instead Senior Care

Policies:
4.0 Housing Programs
4.0.1 Make it easier for young people to
buy homes in Bloomﬁeld.
4.0.2 Help homeowners to maintain their
homes.
4.0.3 Hold landlords accountable for quality of their rental property.
4.0.4 Provide more single unit rentals.
4.0.5 Assist elderly to stay in their homes if
they want to.
4.1

New Housing

4.1.1 Assess existing building stock to
identify building renovation projects
to provide new housing.
4.1.2 Assess existing vacant property for
potential new housing.
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5.0 Recreation

Goals:
• Promote Green Spaces as a
Neighborhood Asset
• Improve Access to Park Spaces
for All
• Provide Additional FamilyFriendly Amenities
• Improve Recreation Facilities

Assets include the neighborhood’s existing
parks and sports ﬁelds. These include: Friendship, Osceola, and Morrow parks; the recreational facilities near the Bloomﬁeld Bridge
including the pool, bocce courts, playground
and Paul Sciullo Field.
Challenges and concerns include: maintenance
of existing parks, such as lighting and play
equipment; inadequate sports / recreational facilities for football and soccer and a relatively
small amount of land area devoted to parks
and recreational uses.
Existing Programs:
Tri-Ward Baseball League
Citiparks Pittsburgh BIG League Sports (Junior Pirates)
Citiparks Roving Art Cart
Citiparks Farmers’ Market
Citiparks Outdoor Swimming Pool
Green Up Program, City of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy
Gtech Strategies

Vision Plan 2011 - 2016

28

Policies:
5.0

Parks

5.0.1 Maintain / upgrade existing Parks
5.0.2 Carve out space to provide access to
a park within a 3-4 block area.
5.0.3 Provide diverse types of park space.
5.0.4 Expand programming at parks.
5.0.5 Work with neighboring communities
to share park amenities.
5.1

Recreation Facilities

5.1.1 Improve existing recreation facilities
5.1.2 Evaluate recreation center and pool
for best use.
5.1.3 Evaluate feasibility of addition of
sports ﬁelds, tennis courts.
5.1.4 Provide indoor recreation facilities
for kids and the elderly.
5.1.5 Sponsor sports tournaments.
5.1.6 Work with neighboring communities
to share recreation facilities.

Community Goals

6.0 Social Resources

Goals:
• Strengthen Social Ties (foster
spirit of cooperation) through
Community Programs
• Provide Community Resources
for Residents
• Improve Public Safety
• Increase Presence of Residents

Neighborhood assets include its population
and street density. Further, Bloomﬁeld’s
strong history has produced individuals and
groups who are interested in and passsionate
about Bloomﬁeld.
Challenges and concerns to be addressed
include: creating a welcome environment to
newcomers to the neighborhood; encouraging stronger street presence; and combatting
an unsafe environment in small pockets of the
neighborhood.
Existing Programs:
Block Watch Group
Little Italy Days (September)
Columbus Day Parade (October)
Halloween Parade (October)
Pittsburgh Marathon Weekend (May)
Community Clean-Ups
Live on Liberty (Thursdays)
Love Your Block, City of Pittsburgh

Policies:
6.0

Community Programs / Resources

6.0.1 Promote block unity.
6.0.2 More events at parks.
6.0.3 Sponsor neighborhood-wide competitions.
6.0.4 Organize events that will bring community together.
6.0.5 Foster spirit of cooperation amongst
all groups and residents in Bloomﬁeld.
6.0.6 Foster spirit of cooperation amongst
Bloomﬁeld stakeholders and other
neighborhoods.
6.1

Public Safety

6.1.1 Support programs and initiatives that
encourage more people on the streets.
6.1.2 Target initiatives in problem areas in
the neighborhood.
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Targets

Enhance uniformity of streetscape along
main business district. (Urban Form)
Bloomﬁeld’s main streetscape along Liberty
Avenue is inconsistent, plagued by varying
quality of storefronts and inconsistent distribution of street furniture and other amenities.
Target: Implement improvements to app. 10%
or 500-600 linear feet of Liberty Avenue.
Increase public open space and street trees
throughout neighborhood. (Urban Form /
Recreation)
With app. 1100 street trees, Bloomﬁeld has the
third fewest of all neighborhoods in the city.
Bloomﬁeld’s current park space coverage of
4.7 acres or 1% of its area falls far short of the
city average of 8%. This would support sports
and playing ﬁelds, playgrounds as well as passive parks.
Target: Increase the quantity of street trees
by 5% (app. 50) in each of the next ﬁve years.
Impact 25% of the total park space through
improvements to existing or adding new park
space in the next ﬁve years.
Vision Plan 2011 - 2016
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Increase presence and importance of bicycle
community. (Mobility)
Target: Add 50-60 bicycle parking spots in the
form of racks and or on-street parking corrals
along Liberty Avenue.
Develop vacant buildings. (Econ. Prosp.)
Bloomﬁeld’s main commercial district Liberty
Avenue has 12 - 15 vacant storefronts while
numerous key sites in the neighborhood are
underdeveloped.
Target: Reduce the number of vacant storefronts by half through long and short-term
methods. Focus on the development of key
underutilized properties.
Provide senior housing options. (Residential
Land Use)
App. 16% of Bloomﬁeld’s population is over
the age of 65. At present, they remain in their
homes despite challenges to maintain them
because other options are not available.
Target: Provide assistance to existing senior
homeowners and develop a strategy to provide
new senior housing.

Strengthen the existence of moderately
priced housing. (Residential Land Use)
For Bloomﬁeld to remain vital, it must continue to attract diverse households with a range
of incomes, ages, household size and lifestyles. Bloomﬁeld consists of households that
are dominated 2:1 by renters vs. homeowners
as compared to adjacent neighborhoods, such
as Lawrenceville whose ratio is 1:1.
Target: Restore a balance closer to 1:1 by providing new for sale housing opportunities as
well as programs that enable renters who want
to remain in Bloomﬁeld to purchase homes.
Improve connections to adjacent neighborhoods. (Economic Prosperity / Social
Resources)
Current thresholds and frontages to adjacent
neighborhoods are treated inconsistently while
key properties at these locations are underdeveloped.
Target: Establish standards to be applied consistently in all locations. Include key properties in development plans.

Vision

Statement

Bloomﬁeld stakeholders envision a vibrant, attractive neighborhood that offers a rich history,
strong sense of community, an active lifestyle,
a wide range of dining and shopping options and access to vital community services.
Bloomﬁeld caters to a diverse population that
includes families, young adults and the elderly
while it attracts visitors from other communities.

Bocce Game, Bloomﬁeld

photo credit: sans gluten

Promote an Urban Lifestyle
Centrality, density and diversity of neighborhood makes it possible to live in the neighborhood and walk, bicycle or use buses to work
and shop. Maintain an affordable cost of
living while providing for basic community
needs in Bloomﬁeld within a couple block
area.
Beautify the Neighborhood
Make the neighborhood attractive and people
will come - residents, developers, businesses,
consumers.
Attract and Provide for a Diverse Age Demographic
Cater to diversity of residents – Bloomﬁeld as
a place where people can live their entire lives.
Attract more young people and families while
providing for the needs of single individuals,
couples and the elderly.

Clean-Up Bloomﬁeld

photo credit: John Carman

Strengthen Neighborhood’s Presence in the
Region
Build upon strengths of Italian heritage / Little
Italy, hospitals, sports facilities and business
district.
Bloomfield Neighborhood Vision Plan
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Strategies

Recommendations

Bloomﬁeld’s continued vitality will ultimately
result from efforts and initiatives on many
different levels. However, some key strategies
will help Bloomﬁeld to reach its potential and
will help it to address neighborhood demographic changes, existing development opportunity sites within the neighborhood, improvement of the environment in its commercial and
residential districts and greening methods to
make the neighborhood more environmentally
sustainable.
Parklet, Washington, DC

photo credit: i*A

Five strategies are described below:
Neighborhood Network
Streetscape Improvements
Housing Programs
Green Belt
Sports and Recreation Center

Neighborhood Network
Strengthen connections to neighboring communities - Shadyside/Friendship, N. Oakland
/Hill District, Lawrenceville/Polish Hill, East
Liberty/Garﬁeld - through physical improvements and agreeements to share resources. Establish Bloomﬁeld as a unique node connected
to a network of neighborhoods.
Main connections include:
Shadyside / Friendship Liberty at Baum
N. Oakland / Hill DistrictBaum at S. Millvale
Bloomﬁeld Bridge at Liberty
Lawrenceville / Polish Hill 40th St. at Liberty
Penn Ave. at Main St.
East Liberty / Garﬁeld Penn Avenue
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Vision

Streetscape Improvements
Review existing streetscape standards. Provide a uniform and attractive streetscape with
diverse businesses that attracts local, regional
and national visitors.
Utility Lines
Street Trees
Improved Crosswalks
Little Italy, San Diego, CA

photo credit: Joe Erasci

Upgrade Sidewalks / Paving
Street Lighting
Street Furniture
Curb Bump-Outs

Housing Programs
Provide high quality and diverse types of
affordable housing that enables people of all
ages and income levels to live in Bloomﬁeld.
New For Sale Housing: Jump start efforts to
provide new for sale housing in the neighborhood - either through the renovation of existing vacant buildings or new construction.
Senior Living Facility: Provide a senior living
facility for current Bloomﬁeld residents as
well as new residents who would like to move
into the area. Facility should include senior
center space and activities.
Establish a program to help renters purchase
properties in Bloomﬁeld

Parking Meters
Repaint Trafﬁc / Bike Lane Markings
Senior Housing, MVRDV

photo credit: jpmm

Public Art
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Parklet, Paris, France

photo credit: i*A

Green Belt
Create a connected system of parklets, parks
and streets.

Sports and Recreation Center
Provide a wide variety of recreation opportunities for children, adults and the elderly.

Improvements to existing parks: Osceola and
Friendship Parks require routine maintenance
and repairs to existing lights, play equipment
and other amenities. Additional amenities
could be provided in these parks as well, such
as restroom facilities.

Maintain Existing Facilities: pool, bocce
courts and baseball ﬁeld.

New Parklets: These could consist of tiny
green spaces, enough to accommodate a
couple of benches and some plants to moderately sized that would enable some play equipment. Provide throughout the neighborhood at
regular intervals.
Community Gardens: Identify vacant or
unbuildable lots that could be turned into community gardens.
Dog Run: Provide a controlled area where
residents can let their dogs off their leashes.

Community Recreation Center, Temecula, CA
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photo credit: City of Temecula

Playing Fields: Provide outdoor and indoor
playing facilities.
Recreation Center: Improve existing or build
a new recreation center.
Biking / Walking / Jogging Trail: Connect to
other neighborhoods
Picnic Pavilions and Play Areas
Restrooms and Other Amenities

Next Steps

“Great things are done by a series
of small things brought together.”
- Vincent Van Gogh

Now that all of these ideas, strategies and
recommendations have been documented,
the question is “Where do we go from here?”
What are the next steps that Bloomﬁeld as a
community needs to take to implement the
numerous suggestions? Ultimately, the answer
is that initiatives need to take place on several
different tracks to achieve the community’s
goals.
The pages that follow provide one method to
categorize the numerous ideas that were offered and to set priorities based on urgency,
work already underway and challenges posed
by each item.

Other “Next Steps” include:
Approach City of Pittsburgh departments such
as City Planning, the Department of Public
Works and the Parks and Recreation Department to share the results of the plan and to
discuss the issues that it raises.
Leverage the ties that have been forged with
East End neighborhood groups to further the
ideas raised in the plan.
Develop a Strategic Implementation Strategy
/ Action Plan with measurable objectives that
further prioritizes and tracks progress on each
endeavor .
Complete more technical investigation such
as feasibility studies, development plans and
design work as required to move towards a solution to some of the more planning intensive
suggestions.
Involve Bloomﬁeld residents and businesses in
the implementation of the plan
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Charts

ISSUE / TASKS

POLICY

TIMEFRAME
(Years to Initiate)

1

1

2-3

RESPONSIBLE ENTITY

4-5

Urban Form
.0 Physical Infrastructure
A

Adopt street furniture plan in business district. Review existing plan and make recommendations for design, placement and location of trash receptacles, benches, planters and bus stops.
Create pilot program to test out streetscape improvements.

1.01

BDC

B

Repair lights that are broken throughout neighborhood, i.e. Friendship Park.

1.02

City Council Representative

C

Review lighting standard throughout neighborhood (commercial / residential). Assess feasibility
of underground wiring along Liberty Avenue. Address trolley poles. Consider hanging plants.

1.02

BDC

D

Implement key strategies from Bloomfield Gateway and Streetscape Improvement Plan, December 2009.

1.0.1;
1.1.2

BDC, Pittsburgh City Planning

E

Set up a community tree meeting with TreeVitalize. Organize neighborhood-wide effort to plant
trees throughout community. Designate tree captains. Sign-Up volunteers for tree tendering.

1.0.4

BDC, TreeVitalize

F

Encourage / create incentives for residential property owners to plant flowers.

1.0.3

Clean, Safe & Green Committee

1.0.5

BDC

G Review city ordinances for litter.
.1 Signage
A

Evaluate commercial signage strategy along Liberty Avenue. Consider permanent and seasonal approaches.

1.1.1

BDC

B

Evaluate wayfinding signs throughout neighborhood.

1.1.1

BDC

C

Create pilot program to test signage improvements.

1.1.1

BDC

D

Pursue microgrants to businesses for signage.

1.1.1

BDC
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Next Steps

ISSUE / TASK

POLICY

TIMEFRAME
(Years to Initiate)

1

2

2-3

RESPONSIBLE ENTITY

4-5

Mobility
.0 Pedestrian / Traffic Issues
A

Promote enforcement of city ordinances for sidewalk maintenance and snow removal.

2.0.1

City of Pittsburgh

B

Organize snow removal efforts by block.

2.0.1

BDC

C

Initiate a campaign to promote neighborhood walkability, urban lifestyle.

2.0.2

Promotion Committee, Visit Pittsburgh

D

Evaluate key pedestrian intersections for improvements, i.e. countdown traffic signals.

2.0.3

Pittsburgh City Planning

E

Consider methods to slow down traffic, i.e. speed bumps at key locations, replace low-traffic
intersections that have traffic signals with 4-way stop signs.

2.0.3

Pittsburgh City Planning

.1 Bicycle / Streets
A

Inform / encourage business owners to request bicycle rack from the City of Pittsburgh.

2.1.1

Mainstreet Manager

B

Maintain existing bicycle lanes. Expand bicycle lanes throughout neighborhood.

2.1.1

Bike Pgh, City of Pittsburgh

C

Increase bicycle awareness: provide bicycle safety information (i.e. get the word out via website, put on bide stands or racks.)

2.1.1

Bike Pgh, City of Pittsburgh

D

Promote bicycle-friendly community.

2.1.1

Promotion Committee, Visit Pittsburgh

E

Repair / pave streets, fix potholes.

2.1.2

Department of Public Works
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ISSUE / TASKS

POLICY

TIMEFRAME
(Years to Initiate)

1

3

4-5

Economic Prosperity
.0

Existing / New Business Support

A

Communicate business data from Metro Edge study to partners. Organize an Outreach Day.

3.0.4

BDC

B

Pursue businesses that appeal to families with children, i.e. toy stores, children’s clothing
stores.

3.0.1

BDC

C

Conduct business related workshops, i.e. financing.

3.0.4

BDC

D

Consider short-term uses for vacant storefronts to attract attention, i.e. gallery space, music..

3.0.2

BDC

.1

Physical Improvement

A

Recruit additional business owners with Streetface Grant Process through the URA.

3.1.1

Mainstreet Manager

B

Analyze large buildings, i.e. Roth Carpet building, for development opportunities.

3.0.2

BDC

C

Develop vacant lots along business district.

3.1.2

BDC

D

Pursue funding partners to implement security camera locations at businesses.

3.1.1

BDC
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2-3

RESPONSIBLE ENTITY

Next Steps

ISSUE / TASK

POLICY

TIMEFRAME
(Years to Initiate)

1

4

2-3

RESPONSIBLE ENTITY

4-5

Residential Land Use
.0 Housing Programs
A Develop programs to assist young residents to buy homes.

4.0.1

East End Partners

B Provide home maintenance workshops.

4.0.2

Lending Institutions, Home Improvement
Businesses

C Improve enforcement of landlords to bring rental properties to code and maintain them.

4.0.3

City of Pittsburgh

A Identify sites to build new houses, townhomes, i.e. vacant property.

4.1.2

BDC

B Evaluate use of empty warehouse buildings for housing, i.e. for sale units, live/work space for
artists, etc...

4.1.1

BDC

C Initiate support for a senior living facility.

4.1.1

BDC

.1 New Housing
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ISSUE / TASK

POLICY

TIMEFRAME
(Years to Initiate)

1

5

4-5

Recreation
.0

Parks

A

Contact responsible party about maintenance issues with existing parks.

5.0.1

BDC

B

Identify sites and evaluate feasibility to create parklets throughout neighborhood.

5.0.2

BDC

C

Identify locations for community garden space, urban farms.

5.0.3

BDC

D

Promote a pet friendly community. Address pet concerns.

5.0.3

Clean, Safe & Green Committee

E

Review Neighborhood Vision Plan with Citiparks to discuss parks and recreation issues.

5.1.1

BDC

F

Review the restrictions at Friendship Park.

5.0.1

BDC

.1

Recreation Facilities

A

Contact responsible party about maintenance issues with existing recreation facilities, i.e. monkey bars in Osceola Park.

5.1.1

BDC, City of Pittsburgh

B

Investigate feasibility of upgrades to existing parks, i.e. bathroom facilities at Osceola Park.

5.1.1

BDC, City of Pittsburgh

C

Evaluate recreation center, pool and surrounding sports courts for best use. Ideas to consider
include a multi-sports complex, indoor basketball courts, recreation center, community center,
etc...

5.1.2

BDC, City of Pittsburgh

D

Evaluate feasibility of new indoor recreation facilities for kids.

5.1.4

BDC

E

Improve access points to existing playground near Bloomfield Bridge.

5.1.1

BDC
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2-3

RESPONSIBLE ENTITY

Next Steps

ISSUE / TASK

POLICY

TIMEFRAME
(Years to Initiate)

1

6

2-3

RESPONSIBLE ENTITY

4-5

Social Resources
.0 Community Programs / Resources
A

Establish Welcome Wagon – old/new resident program.

6.0.5

Outreach Committee

B

Provide information on how to organize a neighborhood block party .

6.0.1

Outreach Committee

C

Sponsor competition for cleanest block or street, best flower pot, etc...

6.0.3

Clean, Safe & Green Committee

D

Organize workshops (i.e. gardening, yard maintenance, etc...).

6.0.4

Clean, Safe & Green Committee

E

Plan more events / activities in parks, i.e. Summer Concert Series, flea market, etc...

6.0.2

BDC

F

Identify larger community event spaces.

6.0.4

BDC

.1 Public Safety
A

Establish a public safety task force and/or committees.

6.1.1

BDC, Zone 5 Police Dept.

B

Encourage people to sit on porches.

6.1.1

Outreach Committee

C

Increase police presence.

6.1.2

City of Pittsburgh
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Survey Results

Respondents
51
71% agree that the quality of the neighborhood will improve if Bloomﬁeld’s population
increases.
93% agree that more homeowner-occupied
houses would be better for the neighborhood.
Neighborhood Goals
1 - Improve Beauty of Neighborhood (tie)
1 - Renovate Buildings on Liberty Ave (tie)
3 - Improve the Quality of Existing Housing
4 - Improve Recreation Facilities
5 - Build New Houses on Vacant Property
6 - Keep Housing Affordable
7 - Provide Housing for Elderly Residents
8 - Improve Connections to Other
Neighborhoods
9 - Add More Park Space
10 - Reduce Trafﬁc
11 - Plant More Trees
12 - More Places to Grow Food
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Focus Group Topics
1 - Commercial Corridor
2 - Housing
3 - Streets
4 - Parks
5 - Recreation
6 - Intersections
7 - Nodes
8 - Open Space
Favorite Places in the Neighborhood
Friendship Park
Osceola Park
Sciullo Field
Places that Need Attention
Liberty Ave below Bloomﬁeld Bridge
Edges along Penn, Baum & Centre Aves
Recreation Center Area
Types of Businesses that Bloomﬁeld Needs
Clothing / Shoes
Food Service / Specialty Food / Drinks
Event Spaces
Art / Music
Services
Goods / Other

Appendix

Resources

City of Pittsburgh Sources:
Bicycling Plan
www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/cp/html/bicycling_
plan.html
Citiparks
http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/parks/

TreeKeeper Database
www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/cp/html/treekeeper.
html
Urban Redevelopment Authority
http://www.ura.org/
Other Data Sources:

Department of City Planning
PGHSNAP, Jan. 2010
www.pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/snap/

Pittsburgh Neighborhood and Community
Information System (PNCIS)
www.ucsur.pitt.edu/pncis.php

Zoning Map
www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/cp/maps

U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000, Census of
Population and Housing

Map Room, 200 Ross St. Fourth Floor, Pittsburgh, PA 15219

ESRI forecasts for 2008 and 2013
www.esri.com/

Department of Public Works
www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/pw/

Studies Referenced:
Bloomﬁeld Retail Market Assessment, LISC
MetroEdge, May 2011

Shade Tree Commission
www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/cp/html/shade_tree_
commission.html

Other Websites:
BIKEPGH!
www.bike-pgh.org
Bloomﬁeld Development Corporation
www.bloomﬁeldnow.com
Google Maps
www.maps.google.com
Port Authority of Allegheny County
www.portauthority.org/paac/default.aspx
Photographs:
All images provided under Creative Commons
License found on ﬂickr.com or by attriubution
as noted.

Bloomﬁeld Gateway and Streetscape Improvement Plan, Burt Hill, December 2009
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